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SYLVIA K. DREYFUS PAPERS 
 
I 
 
Provenance:  The Sylvia K. Dreyfus Papers were donated to the Louise Pettus Archives and Special Collections by Sylvia 
Dreyfus on May 24, 2001. 
 
Linear feet of shelf space occupied:  16.25 linear feet 
Approximate no. of pieces:  32,500 
 
Restrictions:  Open to researchers under the rules and regulations of the Louise Pettus Archives & Special Collections at 
Winthrop University. 
 
Literary Rights:  For information concerning literary rights please contact the Louise Pettus Archives & Special Collections 
at Winthrop University. 
 
Scope and Content Note:  The Sylvia K. Dreyfus Papers consists of material collected by former South Carolina State 
Representative Sylvia K. Dreyfus. Sylvia was an educator and a state legislator from Greenville, SC. She was one of the last 
Democratic candidates to represent District No. 22, Greenville County in the State House when she was elected to serve from 
1976 through 1978. She was also involved in many social committees and organizations. The Sylvia K. Dreyfus Papers consist 
of records relating to her time in office including the bill to allow prayer in schools. Other material pertains to social and 
political organizations she was affiliated with which includes meeting minutes and notes, correspondence, newspaper 
clippings, articles, programs, legal reviews, flyers, pamphlets, brochures, and other records on issues that affected the state of 
South Carolina and Greenville in particular. The collection is organized alphabetically by subject. 
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II 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 
 
SYLVIA KOHN DREYFUS 
 
 
1924, July 26   -Born in New York City 
1946 -Earned B.A. from Adelphi University in Garden City, 
New York. 
1946, August 29   -Married Robert Lee Dreyfus. 
1966    -Earned MAT from Converse College. 
1972-1974   -President, Greenville County League of Women Voters 
1975-1976   -Member, State Board of League of Women Voters 
1977 -Member, Greenville City Community Development Task 
Force 
-Member, Steering Committee for the Greenville 
Environmental Science Center 
-Member, Program Planning for the Greenville 
Community YWCA 
-Member, Metropolitan Greenville Advertising Review 
Board, SC Bicentennial Commission 
-Representative of the American Association of University Women as Speaker for the Coalition 
on Fair School Financing 
-Member, National Conference of State Legislatures 
1977-1978   -Member, House Education and Public Works Commission 
1976-1978 -Member, SC State House of Representative for District No. 22, Greenville County 
1984    -Ran for re-election 
2013, August 13   -Died in Greenville, SC 
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III 
 
DESCRIPTION OF SERIES 
 
Box(es)  Folder(s) Series         Year(s) 
 
1 1 ANIMALS         1977-1978 
Included in this series are letters, circulations, and articles about the Humane 
Society, Rescue Mission, Animal Shelter, Euthanasia, “Dog Control Problems need 
More Study,” “Stray Dogs a Big Problem,” and No arrangement. 
 
1 2 ALCOHOL          1976-1978 
Various letters dealing with the Holmes view Alcoholic Rehabilitation Center, the 
Greenville County commission on Alcohol and Drug Abuse, and the South Carolina 
Alcoholic beverage Control Commission. Chronological arrangement. 
 
1-3 3-9 BUDGET AND FINANCE       1976-1978  
These papers are about the budget and financial operations for South Carolina and 
Greenville County. Property taxes, Office of Controller General, Press Releases, 
Finance Campaign Letter, Bills, Insurance, Inflation, Report of the Comptroller 
General of South Carolina to the General Assembly, General Fund Operating Budget 
and Capital Fund Budget, a Record Book, and Greenville County South Carolina 
Fiscal Plan 1976. No arrangement.  
 
3 10-11 CALENDARS         1976-1979 
This series is a collection of old calendars and calendars for the House of 
Representatives. Chronological arrangement. 
 
4 12-15 CAMPAIGN ‘76         1975-1976 
All of the papers in this series relate to the 1976 House of Representatives campaign. 
Radio Advertising, Congratulations, Democratic State Convention, Correspondence, 
Notes, Newspaper Clippings, Financial Documents, Journals, and election results. 
No arrangement. 
 
5-6 16-21 CAMPAIGN ’78         1977-1978 
Everything in this series is about the 1978 House of Representatives campaign. 
Nancy Stevenson’s request for help getting elected to Lieutenant Governor, 
campaign finance records, election laws, press releases, voting results, 
congratulations letters, question preparation notes, correspondence, mailing, lists, 
workbooks, and calendar. No arrangement.  
 
7-8 22-26 CAMPAIGN ’84         1983-1984 
Includes campaign issues, brochures, letters, correspondence, campaign finance 
material, record books, newspaper articles, Democratic Party platform, primary 
results, and log books. No arrangement. 
 
8 27-28 CHILD ABUSE         1977-1982 
This short series includes the Child Protection Act of 1977, pamphlets, 
correspondence, brochures, testimony, Proposed Hearsay Exception for a Child’s 
Statement of Sexual Abuse or Other Crimes, Peer Counseling, “It Shouldn’t Hurt to 
be a Child,” and documents related to Missing Children. No arrangement. 
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III 
 
DESCRIPTION OF SERIES (cont.) 
 
Box(es)  Folder(s) Series         Year(s) 
 
8 29-30 CHILDREN’S BUREAU OF SOUTH CAROLINA     1980-1985 
Consists of the Children’s Bureau Newsletter, Children’s Unlimited INC. News, 
facts about adoption, proposed legislation on adoption, Save the Children Program, 
correspondence, pamphlets, brochures, and charts. No arrangement. 
 
9 31 CHILDREN’S COORDINATING COMMITTEE     1982 
This is a copy of the Children’s Coordinating Committee’s Annual Report. 
Chronological arrangement. 
 
9 32 CHILDREN’S DEFENSE FUND       1974-1989 
These documents include priorities for a Justice for Youth Symposium, an address 
from Marian Wright Edelman, letters, brochures, pamphlets, and a Children’s 
Defense Budget. Chronological arrangement. 
 
9 33 CHILDREN’S TRUST FUND       1983 
Brief series that includes survey results on perceived needs, Children’s Trust Fund 
Legislation, and a list of grant recipients. Chronological arrangement. 
 
9 34 CHILD WELFARE        1978-1986 
Included in this series are pamphlets, brochures, primary issues for the Management 
and Coordination Sub-Committee, letters, legislative Activity, “1984 Health Services 
Act for School-Aged Children,” and a Summary of 1985 North Carolina Legislation 
Affecting Children. Chronological arrangement. 
 
9 35 CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES      1979-1982 
Various documents such as State Agency Reports, letters, meeting notes, a seminar 
on “Filling in the Cracks,” a quarterly journal titled “The Advocate,” and a report on 
health problems for children and adolescents. Chronological arrangement. 
 
10-11 36-38 CONTRIBUTIONS AND DONATIONS      1976-1985 
This series includes checks, receipts, canvassing lists and suggestions, invitations, 
and a memo on Democratic Legislative Fund Report. Chronological arrangement.  
 
11-12 39-40 CONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOPMENT      1976-1978 
Items in this series are related to the development of Greenville County and South 
Carolina. Topics include labor relations, building plans, newsletters, pamphlets, 
brochures, proposed projects, rural development, airports, railroads, bridges, 
correspondence, and negotiations. No arrangement. 
 
12 41 COOKOUT         1977 
Contained in this series are receipts and letters relating to a cookout that took place 
on October 2, 1977. 
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III 
 
DESCRIPTION OF SERIES (cont.) 
 
Box(es)  Folder(s) Series         Year(s) 
 
12-15 41-51 CORRESPONDENCE         1976-1996 
All of these papers are pieces of correspondence. Topics include congratulations 
notes, invitations, requests, and general notes, Greenville County, the House of 
Representatives, various organizations, and memberships. This series has been 
arranged into three categories: typed and hand-written messages and letters.  
Chronological arrangement. 
 
16-17 52-55 CRIME AND PUNISHMENT       1976-1985 
These documents are all related to different kinds of crimes, laws, and punishments. 
Topics include helmet laws, usury laws, the death penalty, sexual assault committee, 
rape crisis council, victim advocacy, court reform, criminal justice, the department of 
corrections, shoplifters, and gambling. No arrangement. 
 
17 56 DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES      1977-1978 
This series relates to the Department of Social Services. Topics include statistics, a 
status report, letters from social workers, a chapter update, and an article in the 
Greenville Piedmont entitled, “ DSS Department to be given 23 New Workers.” 
Chronological arrangement. 
 
18-24 57-75 EDUCATION         1974-1980 
For this series, documents are all related to education. Topics include the South 
Carolina Association of School Administration, SC School Boards Association, 
tuition, grants, Clemson University, referendums, PTA, collective bargaining, 
guidance counselors, school buses, driver education, and politics. Chronological 
arrangement. 
 
25 76 ELECTION LITERATURE       1976, nd 
Among this collections are pieces of election literature related to various campaigns. 
This includes Strom Thurmond’s campaign, city council, Secretary of State, election 
forums, and a letter from Governor Brantley Harvey. Chronological arrangement. 
 
25 77 EMPLOYMENT         1978 
Located in this file are documents relating to employment. This includes the 
Employment Security Commission, restaurant employees, and employee 
associations. Chronological arrangement. 
 
25 78-79 ENERGY         1975-1982 
Within this series are documents relating to energy. Topics include, an Energy Task 
Force, “The Case for Nuclear Power”, Nuclear Info, “What is a Safe Dose of 
Radiation?”, Energy Overview, the arms control debate, nuclear waste, and solar 
power. Chronological arrangement. 
 
26-27 80-85 ENVIRONMENT        1975-1992 
This series relates to the environment. It includes annual reports on parks and 
recreation, reports on the Appalachian Trail, Appalachian statistics, brochures on 
accommodations and vacations, information on the Sierra Club, letters from the 
South Carolina State Commission of Forestry, newspaper clippings on S.C. 
Environmental systems, and a copy of Fair Measure: Newsletter of Southerners for 
Economic Justice. Chronological arrangement.  
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III 
 
DESCRIPTION OF SERIES (cont.) 
 
Box(es)  Folder(s) Series         Year(s) 
 
28-31 86-97 ERA          1972-1977 
Amongst this collection are documents related to the Equal Rights Amendment. This 
includes a Report on the Legal Status of Homemakers, letters of support, letters to 
Senators, newspaper clippings, the Equal Rights Monitor, documents related to the 
League of Women Voters, and the Business and Professional Women’s Club. 
Chronological arrangement. 
 
32 96-97 FAMILY PLANNING        1978-1987 
This series relates to family planning. This includes letters, clippings, pamphlets, and 
a copy of Insider: The Newspaper of Planned Parenthood Federation of America. 
Chronological arrangement. 
 
32 98 FOSTER CARE         1976-1983 
Located in this file are documents related to foster care. Items include Children and 
Their Families: A Statistical Profile, Standards for Adoption Services, South 
Carolina Department of Social Services Statistics, letters, clippings, and pamphlets. 
Chronological arrangement. 
 
33-35 99-104 FLYERS AND CAMPAIGN LITERATURE     1976-1996 
This series relates to campaign flyers and other forms of campaign literature used for 
mass distribution. Items include pamphlets, flyers, brochures, and excerpts from 
literature related to the candidates. No arrangement. 
 
36 105-106 GENERAL ASSEMBLY        1976-1982 
All of this material relates to the South Carolina General Assembly. Topics include 
the Civil Rights Bill, Acts and Joint Resolutions of the General Assembly of the 
State of South Carolina, the Legislative Audit Council, and a copy of the magazine 
“Living in South Carolina.” Chronological arrangement. 
 
37 107 GREENVILLE ALLIANCE FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH   1980-1982 
This brief series relates to the organization “Greenville Alliance for Children and 
Youth.” This includes the dates and times of meetings, the content of the meetings, 
and the meeting minutes. Chronological arrangement. 
 
37 108 GREENVILLE, CITY        1973, 1976-1977 
This brief series relates to the city of Greenville, South Carolina. Within this folder 
are newspaper clippings, a performance report, and a brochure relating to city hall. 
Also included is an oversize report titled: GRIP:  Greenville Improvement Program-
Greenville, SC produced by the Greenville County Planning Commission on June 
1973. The purpose of the study was to “define and analyze the redevelopment needs 
of Greenville County and to provide a guide for city and county officials to use in 
making redevelopment decisions. Chronological arrangement. 
 
37-38 109-113 GREENVILLE COUNTY        1976-1987 
In this file are documents relating to Greenville County. Topics include 
governmental office space study, the Greenville county council, the Council for 
Exceptional children, Greenville government plan, Greenville county fire, and the 
Greenville County Libraries. Chronological arrangement. 
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III 
 
DESCRIPTION OF SERIES (cont.) 
 
Box(es)  Folder(s) Series         Year(s) 
 
39-40 114-120 HEALTH         1974-1982 
This series relates to the subject of health. This includes topics such as euthanasia, 
overdoses, lung cancer, the South Carolina Department of Mental Retardation, and 
the Greenville Hospital System. Chronological arrangement. 
 
40 121 INSURANCE         1977-1978 
This brief series covers the subject of insurance files include the Department of 
Insurance, automobile insurance, newspaper clippings, and a reference for the 
General Assembly. Chronological arrangement. 
 
40 122 INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE CHILD     1979 
This brief series relates to the International Year of the Child. It includes a rough 
draft of the meeting minutes, a notice for the meeting, and a summary of the 
meeting. Chronological arrangement. 
 
41-44 123-134 JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON CHILDREN    1977-1987 
This series is related to the Joint Legislative Committee on Children. Topics include 
a summary and analysis, correspondence, status reports, the sub-committee, adoption 
law revisions, and a comprehensive plan for early childhood development and 
education. Chronological arrangement.  
 
45 135-136 JUVENILE JUSTICE        1975-1980 
This brief series covers the subject of Juvenile Justice. Topics include problem areas, 
delinquency prevention, intake and detention programs, and the Juvenile Justice 
newsletter. Chronological arrangement. 
 
45 137 LEGAL          1977-1985 
This short series relates to the legal system. Topics include judicial reform, legal 
services, the court system, and copies of the Legal Review. Chronological 
arrangement. 
 
46-53 138-158 LEGISLATION         1972-1991 
For this series, documents all relate to various pieces of legislation presented to 
Sylvia Dreyfus. Topics are wide and varied including adoption, foster care, school 
prayer, marijuana, adoption, and rape. There are also copies of State Legislatures 
Magazine, newspaper clippings relating to subjects like school prayer, and booklets 
about the Southern Legislatures Conference. Chronological arrangement. 
 
54 159 LEGISLATIVE AUDIT COUNCIL      1978 
This brief series pertains to the Legislative Audit Council. Topics include the 
Concurrent Resolution of the South Carolina General Assembly and a Program and 
Operational Review of the South Carolina Department of Youth Services. 
Chronological arrangement. 
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III 
 
DESCRIPTION OF SERIES (cont.) 
 
Box(es)  Folder(s) Series         Year(s) 
 
54-55 160-166 MISCELLANEOUS        1976-1984 
This series includes an arrangement of topics that do not necessarily fit into another 
category. Topics include The Plan of Administration for the State of South Carolina 
Classification and Compensation Plan, South Carolina State Plan for Franchising 
Construction and Modernization of Hospital and Related Medical Facilities, and 
State Child Support Legislation and the 1984 Federal Amendments: A 54 
Jurisdictional Analysis. Chronological arrangement. 
 
56 167 MUNICIPALITIES        1976-1978 
A short series on municipalities which includes a briefing paper entitled “The Need 
for Alternative Sources of Revenue for South Carolina Municipalities” and a letter 
from the city of Myrtle Beach City Hall regarding providing city services to tourists. 
Chronological arrangement. 
 
56-57 168-176 NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS       1971-1992 
Included in this series are newspaper clippings spanning three decades. Articles 
relate to the ERA, women’s rights, child advocacy, child abuse, school prayer, 
welfare, education, adoption, and social security. Chronological arrangement.   
 
58 177 PARENTING AND ADOPTION        1977-1984 
All of this short series relates to parenting and adoption. Topics include the Child 
Support Enforcement Project, Child Support Enforcement Legislation, and the 
Committee to Study Matters Relating to Children and Divorce. Chronological 
arrangement. 
 
58-60 178-184 PARTY STRATEGY        1967-1992 
This series is related to the strategy of the Democratic Party in local, state, and 
national elections. Topics include Election Guides, advertisement recommendations 
for candidates, scripts for calling potential voters, newspaper clippings, a campaign 
manual, suggestions for Democratic candidates, and various pieces of campaign 
literature. Chronological arrangement. 
 
60 185 POWER AND WATER        1976-1984 
This series encompasses documents regarding power and water projects in South 
Carolina. Topics include the Duke Power Company, Blue Ridge Electric 
Cooperative, General Electric, solar power, and nuclear power. Chronological 
arrangement.  
 
61 186 PROJECT INTERCEPT        1974-1975 
This brief series focuses on Project Intercept which details changes to the youth 
rehabilitation and correctional systems. Include in this file is a report outlining the 
purpose of the project as part of a presentation at the AABT in Chicago, 
correspondence to Ms. Dreyfus regarding her interest in the project, and a fact sheet 
about the project. Chronological arrangement. 
 
61 187 PUBLIC OFFICE AND GOVERNMENT      1976-1980 
Contained in this file are documents related to public office and government in South 
Carolina. Topics include the S.C. Public Service Commission, state ethics, and 
southern growth policies. Chronological arrangement.  
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III 
 
DESCRIPTION OF SERIES (cont.) 
 
Box(es)  Folder(s) Series         Year(s) 
 
61 188 RELIGIOUS LITERATURE       1984 
A very brief series containing religious literature. Within this file there are 
documents related to the Pentecostal faith including a Pentecostal temple in 
Greenville, South Carolina and a program for an annual scholarship banquet. 
Chronological arrangement. 
 
61 189 SOUTH CAROLINA CHILDREN’S CODE      1980-1981 
A brief series concerning the South Carolina Children’s Code. Topics include a 
South Carolina Children’s Code Compilation prepared by the Joint Legislative 
Committee on Children, correspondence, and an outline of the Children’s Code. 
Chronological arrangement. 
61 190 SOUTH CAROLINA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES    1976-1979 
This series relates to the South Carolina House of Representatives. Topics include 
new members orientation, the condition of the state of South Carolina, references to 
bills under consideration, lists of congressional voting habits, and publications such 
as Dateline Washington and State Legislatures: A Publication of the National 
Conference of State Legislatures. Chronological arrangement. 
 
62 191 SOUTHERN LEGISLATURES CONFERENCE     1979-1985 
This brief series contains documents regarding the State Legislatures Conference 
held on November 10-13, 1985. Topics include state agency reports, attendees, an 
outline of the conference schedule, an evaluation of the event, and a brochure. 
Chronological arrangement.  
  
62-63 192-196 STATE AND LOCAL ISSUES       1973-1982 
This series relates to the issues of the state of South Carolina as well as individual 
counties and cities. Topics include the Municipal Association of South Carolina, 
government agencies, the confederate flag, the bicentennial, veterans affairs, 
aeronautics, and the Heritage Leader. Chronological arrangement. 
 
63 197 TEXTILES         1976-1978 
This series focuses on the textile industry. Topics include an annual report from The 
Self Foundation, a letter to the South Carolina General Assembly regarding a 
development program for textile operations in Fort Mill, wages, taxes, a booklet 
entitled “All About Textiles,” and a document listing facts about the textile industry 
in South Carolina. Chronological arrangement.  
 
64 198 TRANSPORTATION        1977-1978 
Within this file are documents related to transportation. Topics include the State 
Highway Department, the Motor Transportation Association, the Department of 
Transportation, the South Carolina Railroad Association, the Highway Safety Task 
Force, highway safety, legislation, and the driver’s license program. Chronological 
arrangement. 
 
64 199-201 VOTER INFORMATION        1974-1989 
This series includes detailed information about potential voters. Topics include a list 
of callers, a script for campaigners making calls to voters, a precinct map, copies of 
“The Reporter,” “Popline,” “ZPG Reporter,” and “The Greenville News.” 
Chronological arrangement.  
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III 
 
DESCRIPTION OF SERIES (cont.) 
 
Box(es)  Folder(s) Series         Year(s) 
 
65 202-204 WOMEN IN POLITICS        1972-1992 
This series relates to women in politics. Topics include the role of women in South 
Carolina politics, the first National Women’s Conference, women’s clubs, a Catalog 
for Political Women, equal rights, Women for a Constitutional Government, “Armed 
and Dangerous: A basic workbook for women who want to influence public policy.” 
Chronological arrangement.  
 
